
 

Class 1—Year 1 and Year 2 

Curriculum Learning Booklet  

This term pupils will be learning about animals and their characteristics.  

They will learn how we, as humans, can be caring and compassionate to-

wards animals and look after their welfare.  We have the perfect opportuni-

ty to put this into practice with the arrival of Betty and Wilma, our two guin-

ea pigs!  The children will also learn about different climates and how ani-

mals adapt and survive in their natural surroundings. 

Places of Interest Related to 

this Topic.  

 Wild Discovery, Ribby Hall 

 Blackpool Zoo 

 Knowsley Safari Park 

 Animal Care, Lancaster 

 Woodlands Animal Sanctuary 

  

Useful Websites Related To This 

Topic 

https://www.purplemash.com/login/ 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-

clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-

climate/zjdthbk 

How Can My Parent Help Me?  

Embrace God’s beautiful world—all things bright and beautiful, all creatures 

great and small.  What animals can you find around your home and in the 

environment outside of your home?  Maybe take a family trip to a local farm 

or zoo to look at animal characteristics and behaviours.  Discuss how we can 

care for God’s creatures.  We will be educating pupils about how animals 

should be treated and cared for as well as learning how animals help and 

support humans in everyday life.  Reading books will be sent home weekly 

and changed twice a week (if necessary).  Pupils will also be set a maths 

task consolidating learning from the current week and have weekly spellings 

to learn.  Home Learning ’Pick n Mix’ menus will be sent home in learning 

logs and pupils must select at least 3 homework tasks to complete this half 

term.  These tasks are created to embrace curi-

ousity and further pupils’ learning beyond the 

classroom.  Please feel free to be as creative as 

you wish.   Any questions please get in touch via 

seesaw or e-mail: 

abyrne@st-marysclaughton.lancs.sch.uk 

Trips and visits 

This term we are hoping to visit the 

Wild Discovery Centre at Ribby Hall.  

We will be using zoom too to learn 

lots about animals, their natural 

habitats and how they have 

adapted to suit their environment.  

Key Vocabulary 

Climate, animal, weather patterns, 

hot, cold, equator, continents, North 

Pole, South Pole, characteristics, simi-

larities, differences, habitat, environ-

ment, temperate, arid, tropical. 

Big Questions to get you thinking… 

How do we treat animals and how should they be 

treated? 

 

In what ways do animals help 

humans? 

‘a small school with a big heart’ 

https://www.purplemash.com/login/


Important Information for this half term 

Monday’s —reading books changed 

Wednesday’s—Music 

Thursday’s — PE and sports club 

Friday’s — reading books changed, PE 

26th April—Animal zoom session 

29th April—Life Education Bus (rescheduled), Year 1 & 2 1:15—2pm and Recep-

tion 2-3pm. 

2nd May—May day bank holiday 

6th May—9am mass at church  

Week beginning 16th May—Key Stage 1 SATs (Year 2 only) 

17th May—Prop making afternoon in school for the PTFA Float 

27th May—9am mass at church and school closes for half term. 

 Message from the teachers  

Welcome back everyone!  I hope that you had a restful half term holiday.  

Here’s to a jam-packed summer term full of events and great enrichment learn-

ing opportunities.  This term’s topic is all about animals, their habitats and their 

adaptability.  Inside you will find a breakdown of the milestones that we hope to 

achieve, key information and vocabulary about your learning.  There are some 

visit ideas and links to helpful websites that you can use.  Please take note of the 

important information above and the dates on which various events will be 

happening.  Thank you, Mrs Byrne. 

 

Julia Donaldson Traditional Poems Oliver Jeffers 

In this topic you will learn... 
English This term, pupils will be looking at a variety of animal themed stories written 

by Oliver Jeffers and Julia Donaldson.  They will apply their phonics 

knowledge for reading and writing and refresh their key skills in handwriting, 

letter formation and sentence structure.  Year 1 will focus on just the con-

junctions ‘and’ and ‘but’ to extend their sentences as well as adding an 

adjective for description.  Year 2 will use a wider range of conjunctions as 

well as noun phrases with the use of commas. 

Mathematics Geometry (position and direction) — describing turns, position and move-

ment and making patterns with shapes. 

Time—before and after, dates, o’clock and half past, quarter past and 

quarter to, telling time to 5 minutes, hours and days, writing and comparing 

time and finding and comparing durations of time. 

Weight and volume—comparing and measuring weight and mass in g and 

kg, and comparing and measuring volume and capacity n ml and l, tem-

perature. 

Science Animals—pupils will describe and compare the structure of a variety of 

common animals then group them based on their different features (e.g. 

wings, fur etc).  They will identify and name some animals that live in hot / 

cold climates and explain how they adapt to live in different places. 

Seasonal changes—pupils will observe changes across the seasons and be 

able to describe weather associated with seasons and different climates 

around the world. 

Art and D.T. Various materials—pupils will experiment with a variety of different media to 

achieve a planned outcome and effect.  They will practise their key artistic 

skills in drawing, painting and pastels to create a seasonal themed picture.  

Pupils will be working with clay and will learn how to manipulate it into 

shapes to create a 3D animal structure. 

P.E Key fundamental movement skills—kicking and ball skills. 

P.S.H.E / 

H.R.S.E. 

Friendships and people who care for me—pupils will consider how they can 

be a good friend and learn how to say sorry if they have hurt or upset 

somebody else.  Pupils will recognise unkind behaviour and know who to 

tell.  

Individual liberty—pupils will know what they can do with money and where 

it comes from. 

 

R.E The First Christians and other faiths (Islam and Judaism) - pupils will learn 

about the beginning of the church, the Apostles and how Jesus helped 

them as well as the Holy Spirit. 

Computing Navigation— pupils will create, manage and manipulate digital 
content, text and images.  They will use technology purposefully 
to label an animal. 

Geography Human and physical—pupils will identify and locate hot and 
cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and the poles. 

World Mapping  - pupils will use a range of maps and aerial pho-
tographs to locate hot and cold areas of the planet.  They will 
use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to natural and hu-
man features. 


